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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 10, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICK LAR-
SEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

RECOGNIZING NORTH CAROLINA
SENATOR TOM MCINNIS, CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, North Carolina State Senator
Tom McInnis of Rockingham has been
named ‘‘Citizen of the Year’” by the
Richmond Community College Founda-
tion, and I rise to comment on this
well-deserved honor for my friend. Tom
is an alumnus of RCC, and I know this
distinction is meaningful to him.

I was privileged to serve with Tom in
the North Carolina Senate and have
worked closely with him to learn and

serve the needs of Richmond County in
the time leading to and since my elec-
tion in the House. That experience
deepened my appreciation for Tom’s
love for Rockingham and Hamlet and
the rest of Richmond County and his
personal force in advocating for the
needs and advancement of his people—
and I mean everybody.

The citizenship award specifically
recognizes Tom’s effort and success in
promoting workforce training for rural
North Carolina. And Tom has devoted
much of his adult life to improving
educational opportunity, especially.

Tom grew up on a Richmond County
farm. He put himself through school
and started multiple businesses. In
1983, he founded Iron Horse Auction
Company, which, in 2013, was named
one of the top 10 auction companies in
the United States. He was elected to
the North Carolina Auctioneers Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame in 1994.

Tom’s public life began with 8 years’
service on the Richmond County Board
of Education. Tom is now in his third
term in the Senate, where he serves as
chairman of the Transportation Com-
mittee.

Tom played a key role in securing
funding for workforce training at Rich-
mond Community College, including
programs for truck driver training and
electrical linemen. Since just the fall
of 2016, the trucking program has grad-
uated 50 new drivers into the workforce
with highly marketable skills. The
lineman program started last fall and
already has a waitlist.

Tom will never forget his rural roots,
and his people will never forgot his
hard work and service on their behalf.
I am proud to call him a colleague,
mentor, and friend.

————

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As we meditate on all the blessing of
life, we especially pray for the blessing
of peace in our lives and in our world.

May Your special blessings be upon
the Members of this assembly as they
return from a weekend in their home
districts. Give them wisdom and char-
ity, that they might work together for
the common good.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ROSE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ROSE of New York led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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